Chapter VII

THE MORAL SUASION OF GREECE

TO no people in Europe did the Great War come as a
more disagreeable surprise than to the Hellenes.
After ninety years' struggles and disappointments, they
had just seen their national union in large measure accom-
plished. True, many Greek territories still remained
under alien rule; but sufficient unto the day the gain
and the cost thereof. Their sole aim was to secure and
develop the fruits of their victories, not to grasp at more.
Like a person who has sown his wild oats, Hellas was
minded to settle down to business.

Domestic conditions were eminently favourable to
such a programme. Blessed with a sovereign and a
statesman in whose capacity to lead implicit trust could
be placed, the country, for the first time in its history,
was wholly free from political discord; and its finances,
despite two expensive wars, showed a promising robust-
ness. The external situation gave no cause for imme-
diate anxiety.- Turkey continued unreconciled, and
Bulgaria was sullen. The possibility of attack from both
those quarters could not be ignored ; but it was a remote
possibility, and, as Servia lived under a similar apprehen-
sion, the two friendly States had entered into an alliance
for mutual defence.

356